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Nestled in the south-central region of Oklahoma, Chickasaw Country is a regional
Nestled in the south-central region of Oklahoma, Chickasaw Country is a regional tourism
tourism organization representing 13 of Oklahoma’s 77 counties. A division
organization representing 13 of Oklahoma’s 77 counties. A division of the Chickasaw
of the Chickasaw Nation, Chickasaw Country is a tourism resource for visitors
Nation, Chickasaw Country is a tourism resource for visitors and communities in the region,
and communities in the region, promoting local attractions, businesses and
promoting local attractions, businesses and events. South-central Oklahoma is a culturally
events. South-central Oklahoma is a culturally diverse region that promises new
diverse region that promises new experiences around every corner. Chickasaw Country
encompasses 7,648 square miles, 11 percent of Oklahoma’s total 68,597 square miles.

experiences around every corner. Chickasaw

Be Native Tours
Based in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, Be Native
Tours specializes in guided tours throughout
Chickasaw Country and the south-central
region of the United States. Be Native Tours
offers pre-built and fully-customizable
experiences in First American travel and
outdoor experiences as well as step-on services
for third-party tour companies, and more. Be
Native Tours is affiliated with the Chickasaw
Nation and guided by a group of experts with
more than 20 years of experience. Traveling
with Be Native enables travelers to immerse
themselves in rich cultural heritage, relax in
unmatched natural beauty and explore history.
Chickasaw Cultural Center
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Chickasaw Nation
With more than 66,000 citizens, the Chickasaw Nation is the 12th-largest federally
recognized Indian tribe in the United States. The Chickasaw Nation has an
annual economic impact of $3.18 billion in Oklahoma. The tribe has more than
13,500 employees. A democratic republic with executive, legislative and judicial
departments, the tribe’s jurisdictional territory includes all or part of 13 counties in
south-central Oklahoma, United States of America.

Where We Are
Tourists traveling historic Route 66 can be in Chickasaw Country in less than
an hour! The Mother Road takes drivers through Oklahoma City, the heart of
Oklahoma. With parts of Chickasaw Country located just 30 miles south of
Oklahoma City, travelers can extend their trip along The Main Street of America
and visit a place brimming with unusual attractions, First American culture and
unexpected destinations for all types of travelers.
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MEDIA
Thank you for taking time to review the Chickasaw Country media kit. If you are a
reporter or blogger, would like more information about Chickasaw Country or Be Native
Tours, or would like to request photos, please contact:

Paige W. Shepherd, EdD
Director of Corporate Development
and Tourism

Paige.Shepherd@chickasaw.net

Chickasaw Country is online, please visit us at
the following links:
Website: ChickasawCountry.com
Facebook: facebook.com/ChickasawCountry
Instagram: instagram.com/chickasawcountry
YouTube: youtube.com/user/chickasawcntry
Pinterest: pinterest.com/chickasawcntry/
Chickasaw National Capitol
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HISTORY & C ULTURE
Experience Chickasaw Country’s Western
culture and First American traditions.
Destination highlights for those eager to
learn about the region’s history and cultural
heritage include:

Left: Chickasaw Cultural Center

Chickasaw Cultural Center
– Sulphur, Oklahoma
• Visitors of all ages and interests can experience First American history and culture through interactive performances,
reenactments, demonstrations, collections and exhibits.
• Share in the Chickasaw peoples’ passion, experience their past and look to their future at this incredible 184-acre
location, one of the largest and most extensive tribal cultural centers in the United States.

the traditional village

• A recreation of a historical First American village, The Chikasha Inchokka’ (Chickasaw House) features
a Council House, two summer houses and two winter houses.
• Guests can walk through the village or participate in traditional Chickasaw activities, such as stickball
or a stomp dance.
anoli ’ theater

• The Anoli’ Theater is a 350-seat, 2,700 square-foot screen theater, showcasing films focused on the
Chickasaw culture or films made by Chickasaw citizens. (Closed for renovation)
the holisso

• A specialty library focusing on the study of the Chickasaw peoples, The Holisso preserves archives,
tales, culture, First American language and historical accounts passed through Chickasaw generations.
• The staff at the Holisso is specially trained to help groups or individuals interested in Chickasaw history.
learn more
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Chickasaw National Capitol
– Tishomingo, Oklahoma
• Constructed in 1898, this historic building served
as the Chickasaw Nation’s capitol until Oklahoma’s
statehood in 1907.
• Today, the 8,000 square foot museum stands for
the tribal identity and independence the Chickasaw
people fought for. The largest exhibit focuses on
Chickasaw government history from 1856-1907 with
accurate replicas of Chickasaw Governor Douglas
Johnston’s office and the National Secretary’s Vault.
• Other must-see exhibits include the
Chickasaw Governor’s Portrait Exhibit,
the rotating photography exhibit and
the Chickasaw National Well Exhibit.

Chickasaw National Capitol

learn more

Chickasaw White House
– Milburn, Oklahoma
•

Glimpse into life in the Victorian period dating
from the late 1800s to the early 1900s at this
fully restored house with cherry mahogany
fireplace mantels and crystal chandeliers.

•

Built in 1895, the mansion functioned as a
place for political gatherings, tea parties,
dances, receptions and weddings for the
Chickasaw peoples. The home is also listed on
the National Register of Historic Sites.
learn more

Chickasaw Council House Museum
– Tishomingo, Oklahoma
•
Chickasaw White House

The first Chickasaw Council Housebuilt in
Indian Territory, the Chickasaw tribe’s history
and culture is preserved inside the museum,
along with one of the largest collections of
Chickasaw art.
learn more
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Chisholm Trail Heritage Center
– Duncan, Oklahoma
• The Chisholm Trail Heritage Center highlights the history, art and culture of the Chisholm Trail
and the American Cowboy, bringing the history of cattle drives and the Old West to life.
• Stop at the 4D Experience Theater for a multi-sensory adventure “on the trail” and smell the
wildflowers of the Oklahoma prairie before heading to the Campfire Theater to eavesdrop on
Jesse Chisholm and Cowboy Tex. Go back in time at the Duncan General Store then climb in a
genuine leather saddle in the interactive area and try to rope “Hollywood” the longhorn steer,
ride “Quick Silver” the bucking bronco or create a custom brand at the Branding Station.
• Home to the Garis Gallery of the American West, one of the finest Western Art collections west
of the Mississippi, works by Frederic Remington, George Catlin, Charles Russell, Allan Houser
and notable artists from across the region are on display in the permanent collection.
learn more

First Americans Museum – Oklahoma City
• Located at the Hub of America where historic Route 66 and Interstates 35, 40, 235 and 44
converge in Oklahoma City, the museum showcases Oklahoma’s shared tribal history through
the lens of 39 distinctive tribal nations.
• The museum houses three distinct exhibition centers with immersive experiences for all visitors:
o Telling the origin stories of each of the 39 tribes, the Tribal Nations Gallery 			
		 highlight indigenous beginnings through media-rich galleries.
o The Smithsonian Gallery featuring approximately 140 objects on loan from the
		 Smithsonian Institution’s National Museum of the American Indian.
o The FAMily Discover Center, styled as a living pop-up book, hosts activities for 		
		 guests of all ages. FAMily Center is not open at this time.
learn more

Chisholm Trail Heritage Center

First Americans Museum
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ARTS & LEISURE
With a variety of fine art museums, live
entertainment opportunities, one-of-a-kind festivals
and lodging to suit every taste, Chickasaw Country
is the perfect destination for travelers who want
to be immersed in rich cultural experiences while
being pampered along the way. Chickasaw Country
destinations for arts and leisure enthusiasts include:
Right: Chickasaw Nation Annual Festival

Artesian Arts Festival
– Sulphur, Oklahoma*
• Held annually the Saturday of Memorial Day
weekend, this annual festival is one of America’s
fastest growing First American arts markets.
• Hosted by the Chickasaw Nation, the arts market
spotlights prominent First American artists from
across the country and celebrates all forms of art,
including paintings, pottery, jewelry, sculpture,
beadwork, textiles, basketry and metalwork.
learn more

Artesian Arts Festival

Chickasaw Nation Annual Festival
– Tishomingo, Oklahoma*
• Held annually the first weekend in October, the
Chickasaw Nation Festival includes a variety of
activities, arts, crafts and demonstrations.
• Festivities include a parade, art show and
market, health fair, children’s activities, games,
live entertainment and more.
learn more

Chickasaw Nation Annual Festival
*This listing is closed currently or has changes to its originally scheduled activities or operating procedures. Events and destinations may experience ongoing
changes to operating hours, offerings and required health and safety measures for admittance. Please visit ChickasawCountry.com for the most current
information about events and destinations in Chickasaw Country prior to any travel plans. Information contained in this media kit is valid as of January, 2022.
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Charles B. Goddard Center
– Ardmore, Oklahoma
• Enjoy theater, dance and musical productions while
touring the visual arts museum, hands-on art studio
facility and the sculpture garden.
• The galleries feature Western and contemporary
paintings, while the 800-volume art library welcomes
researchers. A variety of exhibits, activities and
shows are scheduled throughout the year including
performances from the University of Oklahoma
School of Music.
learn more

ARTesian Gallery & Studios
– Sulphur, Oklahoma
• A place to celebrate and promote fine art, this gallery
also houses a pottery studio and up to five separate
studios for artists to rent.

Exhibit C

• The gallery area showcases art created by First
American artists, including pieces created at the
ARTesian studios.
learn more

Exhibit C Gallery
– Oklahoma City
• Located in the Bricktown District, Exhibit C Gallery
showcases paintings, photography, pottery,
accessories and other works of art by First American
artists, giving viewers a lens to better see and
understand First American life.
• Exhibit C also offers a retail shop carrying specialty
items created by the Chickasaw Nation or
showcasing First American art and culture.
•

From March 1 through June 30, 2022, Exhibit C
will proudly showcase “As We Gather: Plants and
Foods of our Land.” The new exhibit will explore the
unique heritage of five First American artists: Brent
Greenwood, Johnnie Lee Diacon, Norma Howard,
Risi Thelander and Rose Drake.
learn more
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Exhibit C

Additional First American
Art Displays
• Chickasaw Country offers additional
opportunities for visitors to see and purchase
works of art by First American artists. Works
of all mediums are on display at the following
locations year-round:
• Chickasaw Nation Welcome Center
– Davis, Oklahoma
• Chickasaw Visitor Center
– Sulphur, Oklahoma
• Chickasaw Nation Information Center
– Tishomingo, Oklahoma
• Chisholm Trail Heritage Center
– Duncan, Oklahoma

Chickasaw Nation
Welcome Center

ARTesian Gallery & Studios
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OUTDOORS
Chickasaw Country encompasses a variety of national, state and
municipal parks and lakes and is filled with nationally renowned
hunting, fishing and camping locations. Explore diverse terrain and
gorgeous outdoor scenery at these outdoor attractions in the region:

Turner Falls Park
– Davis, Oklahoma
• The oldest park in the state, Turner Falls is home to the largest waterfall
in Oklahoma, a breathtaking creek and a natural swimming pool.
• The 1,500-acre area around the falls offers spectacular views of
one of Oklahoma’s most scenic areas and is great for hikers of all levels.
• The park features a rock castle, natural caves, novelty shops,
picnic sites, cabins, camp sites, RV sites, bath houses,
hiking trails and sandy beaches.
learn more

Lake Texoma State Park
– Kingston, Oklahoma
• Lake Texoma straddles southern Oklahoma and
northern Texas. Oklahoma’s second largest lake
offers water activities, camping, fishing, picnic
areas, hiking and wildlife viewing.
• Lake Texoma is also one of the premier locations
in the Southwest for striped bass fishing.
learn more

Lake Murray State Park
– Ardmore, Oklahoma
• Lake Murray State Park is Oklahoma’s first state
park, and at approximately 12,500 acres, it is
also the largest.
• Activities like golf, horseback riding,
swimming and paddle boating are available
to guests, and the Lake Murray Lodge, built in
2017, includes 52 guest rooms and suites as
well as 56 cabins.
learn more
Turner Falls Park
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Addison Ranch
– Marietta, Oklahoma
•

Addison Ranch is a family-owned and operated business located west of Marietta that offers
some of the finest whitetail hunting in the state.

•

Located on the Oklahoma/Texas border near the Red River, hunters can choose from a variety of
hunts including trophy whitetail hunts, management whitetail hunts, bow hunts, wild hog hunts,
turkey hunts, duck hunts and combination hunts.
learn more

Pennington Creek Hunting Club
– Mill Creek, Oklahoma
• Pennington Creek Hunting Club consists of 9,400 acres of privately-owned ranch land offering
opportunities for visitors to hunt deer, wild hog or turkey along with excellent bass fishing.
learn more

Pennington Creek
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Cedar Ridge Hideaway
– Tishomingo, Oklahoma
• Cedar Ridge provides provides lodging for RV or tent travelers or those looking for cabins for a calm,
secluded getaway. Offering hunting, fishing and an area for a night around a campfire, visitors will
experience an outdoor adventure full of peace and tranquility.
learn more

Blue River
– Tishomingo, Oklahoma
• The Blue River is best known for its fishing, boasting an abundance of trout, small-mouth bass, black bass,
crappie and blue catfish. Visitors can also enjoy other outdoor recreational activities including deer, turkey
and wild hog hunting, along with swimming, kayaking and camping.
learn more

Lake of the Arbuckles
– Sulphur, Oklahoma
• Lake of The Arbuckles offers 36 miles of shoreline and 2,300
acres of open water. Its unusual crystal-clear water and deep
rock cliffs make it a popular lake for scuba diving and fishing.
learn more

Waurika Rattlesnake Hunt
– Waurika, Oklahoma
• Held annually in April, the Rattlesnake Hunt is a three-day event
with everything from live music, carnival rides, food vendors
and the guests of honor, rattlesnakes. Visitors can witness the
thrill as snake handlers perform with live rattlesnakes and sample
deep-fried rattlesnake meat.
learn more

Chickasaw National Recreation Area
– Sulphur, OK
• Located in south-central Oklahoma, the park offers year-round
activities such as boating, skiing, sailing, fishing, swimming,
hiking and camping. The Chickasaw National Recreation
Area provides more than 30 miles of trails for both novice and
experienced hikers.

Blue Rive r

• The Travertine Nature Center serves as the park’s main
educational center providing groups with interactive learning
opportunities, informational exhibits and other Ranger-led
programs including guided hikes and educational tours on
the flora and fauna found within the park.
learn more
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FAMILY FUN
Grab the kids and make a break for Chickasaw Country!
With activities for the entire family, no one will want to
leave the thrilling activities offered. Destinations for
families in Chickasaw Country include:

Magnolia Blossom Alpaca Ranch
– Newcastle, Oklahoma
• Magnolia Blossom hosts many exciting activities throughout
the year that allow you to get up close and personal with
their Alpaca herd, including yoga and wine tasting. Guests
can also pet and feed the alpacas and other animals on
the ranch.
learn more

The Toy and Action Figure Museum
– Pauls Valley, Oklahoma
• Opening its doors in 2005, The Toy and Action Figure
Museum delights guests of all ages with information,
exhibits and colorful displays featuring their favorite
action figures.
Toy and Action Figure Museum

learn more

777 Zip
– Davis, Oklahoma
• Get a bird’s eye view of Davis as you soar 777 feet on a zip line across the Arbuckle
Mountain range, Collings Castle and Turner Falls at speeds up to 28 miles per hour.
learn more
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Stratford Peach Festival
– Stratford, Oklahoma
• Held annually in July, the Stratford Peach Festival is held in the self-professed “Peach Capital of
Oklahoma.” The three-day festival features a variety of activities including live entertainment, arts
and craft vendors, street games, helicopter rides and more.
learn more

Footloose Festival
– Elmore City, Oklahoma
• Celebrate the town that inspired the 1984 movie “Footloose” with a trip to the Footloose Festival
held every April. Commemorating the famous 1980 prom that ended the ban on dancing, the
festival features dance contests, games and inflatables for kids, a car show, lawnmower races
and a huge street dance.
learn more

Stratford Peach Festival
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Chickasha Festival of Light

Chickasha Festival of Light
– Chickasha, Oklahoma
• Catch the Holiday Spirit in Chickasha, where every December, 3.5 million lights dazzle
guests as they drive through Shannon Springs Park. Enjoy the newly added ice rink, grab
a bite at one of the food trucks and traverse through the park as you gaze at hundreds of
Christmas light displays.
learn more
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S TAY IN CHICKASAW COUNTRY
Combining modern amenities with ample amounts of charm, Chickasaw Country’s
lodging options can accommodate small or large groups, big-city or small-town folks
and everything in between. Destinations for lodging in Chickasaw Country include:

Pennington Inn
– Tishomingo, Oklahoma
• Built in the early 1900s, Pennington Inn is a three-room inn in downtown Tishomingo,
Oklahoma, close to dining, entertainment and nightlife.
learn more

Echo Canyon Resort & Spa
– Sulphur, Oklahoma
• A state-of-the-art spa resort in the heart of Sulphur, Oklahoma, Echo Canyon is an award-winning
bed and breakfast offering a variety of suites or private cottages and carriage houses.
learn more

Hat Top Ranch
– Velma, Oklahoma
• Hat Top Ranch offers a one-of-a-kind retreat for weddings, family reunions or just a classic
getaway. It holds up to 14 guests with four bedrooms and bathrooms and a kitchen.
• Experience fishing or hunting, enjoy a beautiful sunset or view exotic deer during your stay.
learn more
Echo Canyon Resort & Spa

Other Accommodations
• Chickasaw Country also offers a wide range of
alternative lodging options such as:
Bed & Breakfasts
Cabins & Lodges
RV/Campgrounds
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LET US PLAN YOUR STAY!
Be Native Tours is a leading tour provider in the south-central United States,
and it’s the perfect partner to explore a wide variety of destinations, specifically in
Oklahoma. Be Native Tours offers an array of tour options in Chickasaw Country and
the south-central United States, from custom itineraries, step-on guide services and
fly-drive tours to one-day excursions and extended adventures.

Be Native Tours’ expertise has particular depth when it comes to First American
history and culture, while also developing and delivering customized experiences
on virtually any cultural, geographic or event-based theme within the south-central
United States. Our team can help you find the perfect tour to meet your group’s
needs, offering a selection of itineraries or a customized tour anywhere in the
continental United States. View a sampling of our pre-built tours below or browse
more tour options at benativetours.com/tours.

Chickasaw White House
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Five Tribes Experience
A four-day guided tour, this celebration of
Oklahoma’s five tribes offers visitors authentic
cultural experiences, destinations and works
of art throughout south-central and eastern
Oklahoma. Stops on this tour include:

• Grisso Mansion – Seminole
• Muscogee (Creek) Council House – Okmulgee
• Five Tribes Museum – Muskogee
• Cherokee National Capital – Tahlequah

Chickasaw Cultural Center

• Cherokee Heritage Center – Park Hill
• Choctaw National Capitol Museum – Tuskahoma
• Choctaw Nation Cultural Center – Durant
• Chickasaw National Capitol – Tishomingo
• Chickasaw Council House Museum – Tishomingo
• Chickasaw Cultural Center – Sulphur

Longhorns and Legends
On this four-day excursion, visitors will participate
in an authentic Texas longhorn cattle drive, gaze
across the Arbuckle Mountains in Oklahoma and
experience rich First American culture and history.
Stops in this tour include:

• Fort Worth Stockyard Cattle Drive – Fort Worth, TX
• Chickasaw Cultural Center – Sulphur

Fort Worth Stockyard Cattle Drive

• Chickasaw National Capitol – Tishomingo
• Chickasaw White House – Milbourn
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Winery Tour
Visitors will savor each moment of this two-day tour of Chickasaw Country’s
boutique wineries and lush vineyards. Stops included in this tour are:
• Waddell Vineyards – Ada
• Old Silo Winery – Tishomingo
• The Artesian Hotel – Sulphur

Waddell Vineyards
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Tulsa Time Tour
This two-day tour gives visitors fabulous tours of
Tulsa’s Art Deco architecture and world-class museum
experiences all while experiencing the local cuisine.

• Pop’s 66 Soda Ranch
• The Gathering Place
• Tulsa Botanic Garden
• Philbrook Museum of Art
• Woody Guthrie Center

Cherokee Nation & Oklahoma’s Favorite Son
Visitors explore the home of legendary American
Cowboy Will Rogers and the Cherokee Nation on this
two-day tour of northeastern Oklahoma.

• Will Rogers Memorial Museum – Claremore

Philbrook Museum of Art

• Cherokee Heritage Center – Park Hill

For more information visit:

benativetours.com

• Cherokee National Capitol Building – Park Hill

Pioneer Woman Experience
This two-day tour explores Osage County in northern Oklahoma
and is filled with cultural and modern-day experiences.

• Pioneer Woman Mercantile – Pawhuska
• Osage County Historical Society Museum – Pawhuska
• Woolaroc Museum & Wildlife Preserve – Bartlesville
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